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The Paradox of Enlightenment and Modernity in Native

Soil Imagination in the 20th Century
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Abstract :The modernity is origin of the enlightenment. In native soil imagination in China literature since the 20th century
the intellectuals on the one hand have fueled strong demand for the modernity through the enlightenment. On the other hand the
intellectuals have caught a glimpse of all the negative effects of the modernity under the guidance of the enlightenment. Thus the
intellectuals have reflected on the modernity. This paradox has been displaying the intellectuals’ dual attitudes to hesitating and

pursuing the modernity.
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