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Social and Psychological Origin of Scholar-officials “Makings Getting Tender in
Feudal China and Its Reflection in Literature
YANG Yu
(College of Literature,Central South University,Changsha, 410083, China)

Abstract Social psychology holds that, the stiff impression of man bears the main feature of manliness, while that of woman
bears tenderness. Yet in the traditional Chinese society, the unique structure of social culture and psychology caused the two
different stiff impressions of both sexes to get assimilated— “ tenderization” . The“ tenderization’ or “ femali zation” of scholar—
officials “nature was particularly reflected in the literary phenomenon of the formation of the quality of “ gentle and honest”
and male literati speaking for women, and the phenomenon was a sort of composition technique in which authors had the
mentality of regarding themselves as“ deserted wife’ and “ concubin€ when comparing male and female to monarch and his
subjects. The phenomenon contained profound social psychological factors the origin of which was the social political structure
of family-state unity based on patriarchal clan system, and the major element maintaining the structure was the strict stratum
system. Looking into the patriarchal clan social structure under Chinese link of consanguinity, we find it not difficult to
understand that,in a social /national structure stressing the ethic relationship between monarch and his subjects, father and
son, husband and wife, the expectation upon the sexual role of male was amazingly similar to that upon femalesubjects, sons
and wives (or concubines) under disadvantaged situation in the ethic relationship should absolutely obey their monarch, father
and husband. And that why the complex, of abandoned wife and concubine, that belonged to female frequently occurred in
letters of male literati and became a kind of subtle and elegant scenery and then even further the most unique highlight in the
Chinese literary history.
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